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KEY MESSAGE #1 

Renewable energy 

deployment is 

growing rapidly, 

off a low base



WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY IN FIVE SHORT YEARS
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UTILITY-SCALE PROJECT COMMITMENTS



RECORD 2020 FOR WIND IN AUSTRALIA



Courtesy Star of the South (Veja Mate Wind Farm)

The first offshore wind 

farms for Australian waters 

are on the drawing table



KEY MESSAGE #2 

The medium to 

long-term market 

outlook is bright



EXPECTED COAL-FIRED POWER STATION RETIREMENTS IN AUSTRALIA

Source: Australian Energy Market Operator, Integrated System Plan, 2020

15 GW of thermal 

generation due to 

retire by mid-2030





AUSTRALIA’S ABATEMENT CHALLENGE



LEVERAGING OUR CHEAP RENEWABLES TO BECOME A 

CLEAN ENERGY SUPERPOWER
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KEY MESSAGE #3 

Market dynamics 

are changing 

rapidly



AUSTRALIAN WIND INDUSTRY HAS WEATHERED COVID STORM

• A number of localised outbreaks 

throughout the course of 2020

• Relatively low number of active 

cases in Australia at present time

• Strong safety response from wind 

industry 

• Restrictions have been just a 

bump in the road to date



DRAMATIC STRUCTURAL CHANGE



INTENSE MARKET REFORM

• Intense and high levels of engagement in market 

reform

• Major review of energy market post-2025 by                                                      

Energy Security Board

• System strength & Do No Harm requirements are 

doing a lot of harm. AEMC system strength work 

is heading in the right direction and can’t come 

fast enough.

• New leadership at AEMO & AEMC, concern about 

ESB future



SOFT WHOLESALE ELECTRICITY PRICES



KEY MESSAGE #4 

Short term 

challenge: grid, 

grid & grid





TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS NEEDS INVESTMENT



GRID CONSTRAINTS DRIVING BATTERY INVESTMENT



GRID

- Major challenges in grid connection process overseen by AEMO/TNSPs. CEC working 

closely with AEMO on reform of connection process. 

- Growing concern about commitments to transmission investment. RIT-T and cost 

sharing arrangements are problematic. Growing community concerns about new 

infrastructure. 

- REZ design will be critical for existing and prospective generators.

- DER integration remains complex and challenging. Zero-export limits unnecessary 

relative to dynamic and smart limits. 



SIGNIFICANT PROJECT DELAYS AND COSTS

Average delay is 9.3 

months

Currently approximately 

2GW of projects are being 

delayed in Victoria alone, 

costing many millions of 

dollars per week.



CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT OF WIND ENERGY INDUSTRY

- Workforce development – reform of training, diversity in workforce, developing 

best practice approaches

- Safety – developing best practice approach for wind industry & large-sale solar

- Social license –planning policy reform, community consultation, contractor 

behaviour, Agrisolar guide.
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